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I have little ne\·1 nevJS about this project. · �Jork i.s going on at the loch 
in 1Jreparation for. their intended arrival, but it seems to be· going slo\..Jly. 
They are going to be kept at the North East end of the loch, in the Dochfour 
area. This does not seem to be the ideal place for theffi, as it will take 
about 1.0 minutes to swim to the loch proper and of course they will have to 
come back. Taking 20 minutes, at least, of their limited time in the loch. 
This situation may have been f'orced on the project organisers. ·There has been· 
a great deal· of local criticism about the proposal to use dolphins in the .loch 
and it may _have caused problems in finding a suitable site to house them. 

. The Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Anim�ls� in 
association with the British branch of the Horld Federation for the Protection 
of Animals have issued a statement in which the use of dolphins in Loch Ness 
is criticised as �atural and objectionable •. They urge as many people as 
possible to wri�e in protest to the organiser, Dr. Robert Rines, President of 
the Academy of Applied Science, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

· 

The Society points out that in their natural habitat dolphins swim long 
distances ·in warm seas. While training methods may not be inhumane, the two 
dolphins concerned Hill have to become accustomed to the low temperature of 
the water in Loch �ess, quite unlike that to which they are used at present in 
Florida. The journey over is fraught vJi th danger for the · animals, they have 
to be sprayed to be kept'moist and Harm. On arrival they will have to acclimatise 
to fresh watE?r• 

The Society asks n��ho can assert with confidence that these animals will 
not suffer? He do not believe that:man is justified in exploiting wild animals 
for an enterprise such as this and we are confide�t that a large body-of opinion 
will support our vie\.J11• The statement ends by stressing that if there is such. 
a creature as the Loch Ness 1-'lonster, its well-being will not be increased by the 
disturbance caused by the search. 

Nevertheless work goes on, and the Academy of Applied Science' s team will 
be at the loch this year dolphins or not. Among those coming will be Peter 
Byrne and his vdfe 9elia Killeen who s ome NIS members will associate with the 
Bigfoot investigation, which takes us on to the next item. 

Bigfoot 

At the end �f June The Bigfoot Information Centre and Exhibit situated in the 
Visitor Centre, Port Harina Park, Hood,l·i.iver, Oregon, will close; the Bigfoot 
Newsletter will also go out of pri.pt.. For anyone interested they have yarious . 
items for sale, these are. A complete set of :the 57 buck issues of Bigfoot News, 
with an index, and maps of sighting n nd footprint findings and a Bigfoot 
bibliography, $27.50 postpaid. 1The Search for Bigfoot'; A paperback book of 
224 pngos, by·Potor Byrne. It is the story in a factual manner of the Bigfoot 
pnst and present. �3.00 postpaid. Plaster casts; First copy of an original . -
that is believed by researchers to be a genuine footprint. Legend; A 35mm 
professionally made sound film strip. ·This 20 minute documentary is a serious 
look at the'· Bigfoot phenomenon, · o.nd. is educational in themo. The soundtrack 
contains vocnlisntions th2t may well be that of a Bigfoot. $35.00 postpaid. · · 

The Bigfoot Bqltbuckle; A brass, finely engraved belt buckle; on tbG front the . 
artists impression of a Bigfoot, a giant hair-cover.ed fossil man, moving s1.-riftly 
through the Northwest� There are notes on the back. $10.00 postpaid. . 

. · 
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The Bigfoot P icture Collection; A set of 20 35mm coloured transparencies, 
suitable for projection, private lectures etc. The collection is accompnnied 
by fully descriptive literature. $12.50 post paid. All orders must be 
addressed to: Order Dept.· Bigfoot Centre, P.O. Box 777, Hood £Liver, Oregon 
97031. 

Loch Norar 

The Loch Morar Survey is to extend its scope and now becomes the Loch Ness 
and Loch horar Project. 0 A small party were nt Loch Ness for just over a wc:ek 
nt Easter. They were concerned with finding a suitQble base camp and possible 
places for outstations. They are going to oxtend their activities slowly feeling 
their way carefully. It is not to be n 1Loch Ness Investigation' style expedition. 
There will be no surface camera· watch ns such but obviously with personnel around 
the loch they will not h6ve their eyes closed. They intend to run scientific 
programmes of a similnr type to those thoy carried out on Loch Iviornr. 1�here, 
incidently, they will be supporting a Rcientific expedition this year. In 
coming seasons it is intended to o9tain cor� samples from t he bottom in deep 
uater. Sono.r work will be undertGken and it is hoped to run a project using 
underwater cameras, once again in the d�op parts of the loch. It wns towards 
these ends that the group at tho loch over Enstor carried out work with a 
hydrographic sounder. They were attempting to find the deep 1hole1 reported by· 
Vickers submarine 'Pisces' in 1969. Until that time the previously accepted 
maximrnn had been 754 feet in the region of Cnstle Urquhart. 1Pisces1 using her 
echo-sounding equipment while submerged reported c depth of 820 feet off the 
ct::stle, nnd then went on to find n place of 975 feet some\ihere belou thu t Cobb' 
memorial. Strcmgely the Loch :t-Toss/Morar party could find no deeper place than 
220 metres; they had the reported position, of the 1 Pisces' deep plnces but 
despite very thorough square searches of tho o.recs involved could not find either 
of them. It is important for them to kno\-J the depth of wo.ter they are working in, 
for example it is no use dropping a corer on a 750 foot long co.blu in 800 f�et of 
wc.ter. They are to contact Vickors ngnin and verify figures and references. There 
is 2 greo.t deal. of. work to be do.11e at Loch l'Jess and it is hoped to make c start 
this summer with a small programrrio. 

The Loch Ness & Loch Hornr Project is now open for membership. The stated 
aims are to identify unknown�eatures in Scottish freshwater lochs, and to 
contribute to scientific y�owledge of the freshwater environment and develop 
methods for doing so. The second nim, it is stressed, is as important as the 
first. I believe membership fees nre £5.00 end £2.00 junior, it is intended 
to publish bulletins while fieldwork is going on and nn nnnuul report. Members 
vrill be allowed to visit ·the expodi tion in the field and mny · apply to be accepted 
as field staff. The address to which anyone int-erested should apply for n 
prospectus and membership form is Miss Andrea Bnynton, 11 Qlyde Gardens, St. George, 
Bristol. 

vJ nve Power 

It is interesting that at this time of energy cr1s1s to note that the wnve 
power project at Dores on Loch Ness is still under vJay. I have word from Dick 
�-�o.ynor, whose sequen�e of film tnken ·in1967 is still one of the moro importnnnt 
pieces of evidence for thJ 'creatures. He has been1..rorkinr; with the w2vo power 
team since last September, doing boct ¥ork and diving around the rig. The 
important thing, from our monster hunting point of viuw that is,- is thG use of 
closed circuit television. ·They 'have n 60 foot tell pylon stoJ'lding in 30 feet 
of wntor overlooking their equipment in Doros Bay. On top of the mast is a 
remotely controlled television camorn vJhich cnn be tilted nnd panned, it n lso 
hns a zoom lens of about 150mm. In eddi tion on the pylon e ro a spotlight nnd 
a back-up still crunern. This is a 11 operated from·mo shore uhoro thoro 2re 
monitor and video-recorder fc:1Cili tics. The recorder hns n time lapse mode and 
cGn be set to make n tape lest for 10,20,40 or 80 hours fJlQXimum. The purpose of 
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this unt t is to �nablo th() wave power team to monitor their line of t .nodding 
ducks' at �lmost any time of day or night.· Over the years Dores bay has prod�ced 
a number of NessiO' si;;_;htings o.nd if, or when, it happens agnin this television 
c2mora sot-up could prove invaluable. 

I remember ono of the features of the-L.N.I. expeditions wore the nfter 
dinner discussions of the best moans of conducting the hunt. Those ranged 
from the silly, find the plug nnd pull it out, ·to the reasonable, one of which 
was closed circuit .television cameras at half mile ihtervals and a· central 
monitoring room. It seems thnt we now have nt least one camera, nltrrough its 
renson for being there is not the Loch Ness creatures. 

Jeffrev Watson 

I recently had a visit· from Jeffery, we tnl.ked 'mon-s.ter' for almost twolvo 
hours. , He is very keen, ernest and anxious to get something done at Loch .Ness� 
Ho was fortunc.to. to got n series of still photo'graphs of n woke . ·in19'7S · (1-JIS 30 
& 32). He. was back at the loch for n weekend in Hay and is ·hoping to get back 
2.gain late in July. He would like to get a· surf nee camera \.retch organised fo,r 
next season. The people concerned would be self sufficent, providing their own 
transport, equipment and food and shelter. But would be nt pre-sclectod nrens 
of the loch, nnd in contact with each othev, possibly every day. ·Anyone 

" 

interested in such nn effort should contact J .Untson, 88 Elthrun �1-d, Lea Green, · 

London, SE12 8UE. Tol.01-852-3033. or myself• I feel this type of effort could 
be wothwhile and hnve sqggested similar· ideas from time to time in Nesslotters, 
without any greet responpe. 

Tim Dinsdnle 

T,im sent ·me o. copy of. his LlJL ·Cornmentnry· No;.3� dnted June 1st 1979. \.�i th · 

the start of c new season he looks back over rocont events to see whnt progress 
ho.s been mnde. The assessment of c.ny new mo.terinl is a slow progress, and Ti:In. 
points out thnt rasul ts reach the television news or n,ewspc.pers long nfte.r the 
gnthering of it. Thus the scrap of super -8 'colour film shot by Gwen Smith 
in August 1977 did not receive its privnte viewing until J[1nuc.ry 1978 in ·London, 
or on television until February 1979. Where it was considered· with interest, but 
reserve. 

The .coptroversicl 1·Doc1 Shiols still pictures of what nppenrs to be hec.d 
o.nd neck in colour and -vdth good definition· vJere cJ.so to.ken in 1977. They hcve 
been the subject of vnrious mngc.zine nrticlos, with the result· poop le ei the:c · · 

8dmit they ere the best still pictures �ver taken nnd thus onormously important; 
or declnre they ere fnlso nnd therefore enormously.unimportont. Tim i$ in the 
former group qnd looks forward to new pictures in suppor�·of t�em, hop8fully on· 
movie film. 

Tim then looks pt the sono.r results of 1978, .:which took in the stone ci.rcles 
o.t Lochcnd, which mny after nll only be b�rgo spill from the original cnn�l 
workings. Then on to the relocnted sunken aircro.ft in 200 foot of wo.ter, since, 
dived on by the Hoyal I�nvy� Finishing with tho· .ono _impressive to.rget, n largo 
turbulent wnke deep in the water column, ns grent o 9 that from o. SQ1all sub�c.rine • . 

Tbe Klein s idoscan .sonnr made this contact, o.nd wcs brought in by Bob ilin.es1 
Acedemy of Applied.Science� 

Looking nhond, on the eve of new endeo.vours, Tim introduces the possigility_. 
of the t\vo dolphins which mo.y be brought over from Florido. in on o.ttempt to 
obtain new close-up undorwc.ter photogr2p.hy of one of the .cree:tures. Providing··. 
permissions cnn be obtcined r.nd ·the logistics 1.rorked out. Also the.re will be the 



usuc� scatter of ardent long range photographers from shore, .like,Jeff Watson. 
�n addition there nro the somewh�t decrepit old hands like himself who \dll 
be water borne for long· periods on pri vn·te :IDnrch-nnd-find expodi tions. 

' 
From Tim' s personal viewpoint, end n 20th yocr of such field ops. which 

have taken him more than tvice round tho eo.rth in gottint; to and fro, and through 
countless colourful ·experiences, Md somo anxious momonts on tho wnter, the 
prospect is both d�unting and exotically chcllonging. The beauties of Loch Noss, 
the weather, the hum�n drnmn, ·tho complications and the magic of anticipction 
remnin cs fresh �d stimulating as evor. 

Tail Ends 

1�****0mni. The now magazine 'Omni1 hcs n very interesting article titled 'Return 
of Loch Ness' in Volume 1 no.8 of May 1979. It is nn o.ccount of the setting up 
0f the Academy of Applied Scionce1 s 1978 expedition. It also covers much of the 
buckgr0und dotnil, toucping on such things us the sonnr.work thnt hns been done 3.t 
tt.:.,_; lcch and 'rim Dinsdalet s film footage shot in 1960, right back to the first 
report by Saint Columbn1 s biographer • . A very good, balanced article, in spite 
of n small inaccuracies. 

· · 

*7H***Holly. Holly Arnold has returned to Foyers ufter taking part in un 
expedition to the. Chagos Islands in the IndiQU Oconn (NIS 29). It was a marine 
biological expedition involving the Army, Nnvy, iU:F Gnd 11oynl linrines.. She took 
part in the diving and did her shnro as n guard ngiinst sharks, which she says 
were more of a nuisance than anything else c.s thoy hnd always to. be \-latched i.vhen 
they wore nrouhd. Sho also made n collection of Nudibr�cheu (senslugs) for the 
British Museum. 

It is n great shrune that the British Huseun1 will not. nc.cept her work on Loch 
Ness and its crectures in the snme wby. 

1�**7�*7� Visitor Cent!l'e. In t he lo.st few months there hc.s been under consideration 
by the Highland I�gionni Co�cil's Planning Committee n proposal for a.Visitor 
Centre and Marina in the Hnu nroa nt Invermoriston. It was proposed to ho:ve an 
exhibition centre�th a shop and restaurant with parking for up to 200 cars and 
conches. The merino envisaged n boat ynrd and workshop �nd mooring fecilities,for 
40 or 50 boats tho wholo project to be sitod on some 12 ncres of land. After much 
discussion nnd on the site visits c. nd after local o bj actions ho:d been hccrd, .t h8 
committee has turned down the scheme ns n whole but hns · said that providing certain 
conditions. are mot ·the ·visitor centre clone would receive favourable considcrotionso 

*��**·'�Petrol. In tho present climate of petrol shortage there is a fear of. being 
uno.ble tc get petrol in the Highlands.· This is refuted by tho Highlands and Islnnds 
DovGlopment Board, who stcte tho.t there is a n Eldequnte supply. They have nlso 
set up n 'petrol line1 which eno.bles tourists to telephone ru1d �et up-to-dato 
information on whore petrol may be oStnined anywhere in the Highlands. The Inverness 
number is 0463 34353, line open 0900-2000 Mon-Fri, 0900-1900 Sat, 1400-1800 Sun. 

Well once more tho end of another Nessletter. Must get packed I1m off to·Loch 
Ness for the lnst two weeks in July. \le' 11 bo in a white Bedford Dormobilc CXG 
583K (Nellie). Plense remember your news and views·are needed� my address is:­
ll.H..IIopple, Huntshicldford, St.Johns Chn.Jel, Bishop· Aucl�lnnd, Go Durham, DL13 1HQ. 
Tel. Wearhead 359. Subs are U.K. £1.75. U.S.A. Conado. �7.00. 

Stop Press 

There has been e. news report on BBC radio· that 1Susie' one of the 
dolphins being trained in Florida for tho Loch Ness project has died. 


